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Reading and Thinking

Describe a natural disaster

1

o

Work in pairs. Discuss what can happen to a city during a big earthquake.

<

Look at the title and photo below and guess what the text is about. Then read
and check if you are right.

THE NIGHT THE EARTH DIDN’'T SLEEP
Strange things were haopening i the countryside of northeastern Hebei. For several days

the water In the village wells rose and fell, rose and fell. There were deep cracks tha
smely gas coming ou f . Cickens

appeared n the el walls, At least one well had som
and even pigs were too nervous to eat, and dogs.
of the ooking for places to hide, and fish jumped out of th
on 28 July 1976, bright lights were seen in the sky o
noises were heard. But the city's one million people were as

0 shake. It seemed as if the w g to an end!
one of the most deadly earthquakes of the 20th
u-ﬂlury had begun, a quake that even caused demage more than 150 kilometres away in
Beijing. Nearly one third of the whole nation felt it! A huge crack, eight kilometres long
and 30 metres wide, cut across houses, roads, and waterways. Hard hills of rock became
rivers of dirt, In less than one minute, a large city lay in ruins. Two thirds of the peop
who lived there were dead or injured. Thausands of children were left without parents. The
number of peaple who were k lled or badly injured in the quake was more than 400,000.

AL3:42 a.m., everything b
Kilometres directly below ¢

Everywhere survivors looked, there was nothing but ruins. Nearly everything in the city
percent of the city’s factories and buildings, 90 percent of
homes, and all of its hospitals were gone. Bricks covered the ground like red autumn
. but no wind could blow them away. Mast bridges had fallen or were not safe to
cross, The raitway tracks were now useless pieces af fetal: Tens of thousands of cows,
hundreds of thousands of pigs, and millians of chickens were dead. Sand now filled the
wells instead of water. People were in shock—and then, ! afternoon, anather big
quake shaok Tangshan again, Even more buildings fell down. Water, food, and electricity
were hard 1o get. People began to wonder how long the disaster would lLast |

But hope was not lost. Soon after the quakes, the army sent 150,000 soldiers to Tangshan
to dig out those who were trapped and 10 bury the Gead. More than 10,000 doctors and
nurses came lo provide medical care. Warkers bull sheiters for survivars whose homes
sing AWareness, had been destroyed. Hundreds of thousands of people we er and food wi
brought into the city by train, truck, and plane. Slowly, the city began to breathe again.

fality
s Infernational Siateay
)

ore

Tangshan began to revive itself and get up on its feet again. With strong s prort from th:
government and the tireless sforts f the ml(‘ﬂr ple.  new Tangshan was 0 the
earthquak ew ¢ lion people, with
great improvements in transportatior, industry, and e Tangshan city has proved
to China and the rest of the warld that in times of disaster. people must unify and s
wisdom ta stay positive and rebuild for a brighter futu

In this unit, you will Look and discuss

1 read about natural disastes that's going on in this photo?

2 listen to news regorts about natural disasters 7 vm.n kinds of natural disasters can you
and discuss disaster safety measures, think of?

a summary.
4 tearn about disaster rellef work
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Unit 4 Natural Disasters
Reading and Thinking:

Describe a natural disaster

SEONIRIT !

(1) 2URM, WEEE, BE—ERIIEEES. 5l
SZF4MMEE, FEPNENERR, F—ERINERXIR
ENANARTHEITIIM,

(2) Mg EFAIEESREHA, TRPLREE,

What can happen to a city during a big earthquake?

* Buildings may fall down and be destroyed.
* The electricity can be cut off.

* The water can be polluted.

* People will panic or get severely injured.
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While-reading: Step 1 Main idea and structure

In what order did the author describe the event? (3) 63\\1{)'? IEH&%*@ 1( E?E EIEITE]?%?%EQ I #
Pait:rara 1 A W PR IR A,

Before the earthquake

Part 2: Para 2&3 ’ Time iﬁ.‘d_% .
. amage Jen= . . s
Lot e ceriigiale ENER, EEEERETAIRIMEC. 4IFEHAEE
Part3: Para 485 LY Qs FEZEIRERTTFEIIAY “Skimming” 1IX—iRiEElEE, AR
NEAR, RUEMGESS (RIEES KR

After the earthquake
=) .
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While-reading

Step 2 Answer the questions:

While-reading

1.What happened days before the earthquake?

1 .What were some of the strange things happening before the THE NIGHT THE EARTH DIDN'T SLEEP

Strange things were happening in the counts yside of northeastern -|eberé§r several days,

o
earthquake. 7 the water in the village wells rose and rose and fell. These were(d€ep cracks that
ome smelly g coming out of émckenc

appeared in the well walls. At [east one well ng ens ~ — \}-L‘
. . s and even pigs were too nervous to eat, and dogs refused to go inside buildings. Mice ran out .
2.W hy did the author say it was one of the most deadly of the fields looking for places to hide, and fish jumped out of the water. At about 3:00 a.m, S -L
on 28 July 1976, bright lights were seen in the sky outside the city of Tangshan and loud l .

e e e e = MEN A, [AIE= /\'SS'ZZIKQHH 75 KAYiA]
2, N ERIESERETIER.,

RITEE:

R HPHINEER, AttER%ER). F.
RV IR, HET E[EI&RIRRRNTFE
h, BIEEE, 1EEAERSHEEE. EEiaFT
¢uA£1|&a¢uwzc|: K EEUE-ZE
KRBRE N, INSIRENFANESIFILE:
Ez)]'rétimza%'réko

Paralleled sentence,
ivid description

2. Why did the author say it was one of the most deadly earthquakes
in the 20t century? (Find as many detalls as possnble)

At 3:42 a.m. . everything began to shake. I
Eleven kilometres directly bel

These numbers
are used to
give factual

information to

show how
serious the
damage was.

dad. Sand iow filled the
fternoon, another big
,hod and electricity
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Reading skill: guess the words in context Reading skill: guess the words in context

crack; ruins; brick; revive

Are there any words that you don’t know before reading? How do
you usually figure out the meaning of unknown words?

Strange things were happening in the countryside of northeastern Hebei. For several days,
the water in the villag: e and fell, rose and fell. There were di racks that
appeared in the well walls. st one well had some smelly Gas coming o it Crumnn,

and even pigs were too nervo Ji R A BE IO‘I&G ‘ oﬂ:iel d

of the fiel nuhrn for ularcu

on 28 July 1976, bright lights n in the sky outside the city of Tangshan and loud N N .~ N ~
noises were hmr:l But the city’s one million people were asleep as usual that night }-L / \2 \ EI C ra C k
At 3:42 a.m., everything began to shake, It seemed as if the we ware o o an end! I -L — .L .Ll , , I i ’

Eleven kilometres directly below the city, one of the most de L the 20th

century had begun, a quake that even caused damage more than 150 kilometres away in . . . /\‘_ > \/\ /\
Beijing. Nearly one third of the whole nation felt it! A huge crack, eight kilometres long ru I n rl C rev I Ve n \
and 30 metres wide, cut across houses, roads, and waterways, Hard hills of rock became I I

rivers of dirt. In less than one minute, & \uq.- city m in ruins. Two thirds of the p‘-r/p le

who lved there were dead of njured. 18 N AY
s of gl whe wre ke or o, FUIMSE the state of being destroyed | 'IE_I E’\Jé\ SZ o

Find the following words in the text and discuss the meaning of
them in groups.
crack

ruin

brick

Reading skill: guess the words in context

crack; ruins; brick; revive crack; ruins; brick; revive A )'L‘ = .
Everywhere survivors looked, there was nothing but ruins. Nearly everything in the city Tangshan began to revive itself and get up on its feet again. With strong support from the -L l%\ .
AY

was destroyed. About 75 percent of the city's factories and buildings, 90 percent of its government and the tireless efforts of the city's people, a new Tangshan was built upon the # ' | I | I E
homes, and all of its hospitals were gone. Bricks covered the ground like red autumn earthquake ruins. The new city has become a home to more than seven million people, with ? %I\_{IEEI)L‘ L Y 'L Eﬂg 1 \

leaves, but no wind could blow them away. Most bridges had fallen or were not safe to great improvements in transportation, industry, and environment. Tangshan city has proved
\*
LO

Reading skill: guess the words in context

cross, The railway tracks were now useless to China and the rest of the world that in times of disaster, people must unify and show the
hundreds of thousands of pigs, and millions | m m 5 Mbmm wisdom to stay positjve and rebuild for a brighter future.

wells instead of water. People were in shock—and then, later that afternoon, another big

quake shook Tangshan again. Even more buildings fell down. Water, food, and electricity
were hard to get. People began to wonder how long the disaster would last
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Critical thinking (1) How do you understand the title

1. How do you understand the title “The Night The Earth

Didn’t Sleep”? “The Night The Earth Didn" t Sleep” ?

1. The earth quaked at night; (2) What should we learn from disasters?
2. People in Tangshan didn’t sleep;

3. The people in the whole country didn't sleep as well.

2. What should we learn from disasters? ‘n"l,‘l'%. .
. EE:E zz:zﬁ ilfl?::v;lgl]g; :)1::11);: Ut:le signs of natural disasters. ﬁ;Ki_Ll_% Tj:u Aﬂ&E:FH/J*T ﬁlﬁ”ﬁ)ﬁ , EZ
- arn s > TIT'ST @ { 1e = =+ \ 29
. Learn to unify and help each ;ther when it happens. lEE.F:E- U-Ij(ﬂi:l':ﬁ QAAﬂ JE’J{Dr—ED]«Eo H%/Z‘%
4. Don’t be afraid or lose hope at any time. QEIE I IL:\—I:Igz‘Zﬂ ]}‘AXXE EFIF_ W1Z = “' 1-|_/A;o
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Group work: Role play an interview

A reporter from China Daily is interviewing people from Tangshan about
what happened before, during and after the Tangshan earthquake.
a reporter; a survivor; a volunteer; an official from the government

A proper opening and ending (-the reporter);
Use the expressions in the text;

Be serious and respect the people who
sacrificed in the disaster.

msliRit . AEIE: CEEWUKHETX
WA—ESBNEICE. EE. SBEFBR
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