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First, the mother turtle digs a nest. 4
Then she lays her eggs.

Soon the eggs hatch.

The hatchlings swim out to sea. 10
They stay at sea for several years. 12

Then the turtles return to shallow waters. (4

They grow into adults. 6
The adult sea turtles look for mates. 18
Then the cycle starts again! 20

Appendix 22
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How do they grow?
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First, the mother turtle digs a nest.

The mother sea turtle crawls onto the beach at
night. She uses her front flippers to dig a nest in the
sand. Then with her back flippers, she digs a hole at
the back of the nest. This is called the egg chamber.

flippers (flipper /'flipar/) n E2IREL






Then she lays her eggs.

The mother turtle lays between fifty and two
hundred eggs. They drop into the egg chamber.
Then the mother turtle covers the nest with sand
and returns to the water. She won'’t see her babies
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soon the eggs hatch.

After about two months, the eggs hatch. Tiny sea
turtles work together to dig their way out of the
nest. It can take them days to reach the surface.
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Appendix

Glossary Index

breeding /'bri:dig/ n the process of mating and giving
birth to young 78

currents (current /'k3iront/) n movements of water in
one direction 7K7%

cycle /'saikal/ n a series of events or actions that happens
again and again in the same order [FHf

flippers (flipper /'flipar/) n wide, flat limbs that help sea
animals swim S8R

forage /'fa:ridz/ v search for food {34

hatchlings (hatchling /'hatf1lim/) n animals that have just
come out of eggs NIEFAY/N\sh4)

instinct /'mstikt/ n something known without having to
learn it ZNBE

mates (mate /meit/) n animals that join together to
produce young ( 304289 ) EciB

predators (predator /'predator/) n animals that eat or kill
other animals for food fEEZE

roam /roum/ v go from place to place jZiiF
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