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UK Phone Booths Become Free Solar-powered Mobile Phone Chargers

Created in the 1920s by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, the architect who designed Waterloo Bridge, the
red public telephone boxes, which can be seen all over the UK, are regarded as one of the most typical
symbols of this country.

However, public phones have had their day despite their lovely housings. While coin-operated and
card-operated telephones are on the edge of extinction, mobile phones are playing a significant role in
people’s lives. Though they are more portable, flexible and extensively used, mobile phones have their
kryptonite: battery life. Instead of trashing the phone booths, a project was then promoted to recycle
and reuse them. To be consistent with the environment-friendly preference, people are allowed to rent
and repurpose the red phone boxes. In this way, they are making an unusual comeback.

When you take a walk down Tottenham Court Road in London and find your mobile phone in a
low-battery condition, there happens to be a green option for you. The abandoned phone booths are
being repurposed as free charging stations powered by solar energy.

Inside the booths, which are newly painted green, there are various adaptors that can be connect-
ed to different brands and models of mobile phones. Just walk in, plug your phone in, and charge it up
whenever it needs to be supplied with power. Since most people would stay inside the boxes while they
charge, Solarbox, the company which launched the project, can reach a large quantity of audience by
displaying ads on solid equipment. Its advertisers include well-known companies like Uber, yet 30% of
advertising space is reserved for local community projects.

Apart from converting phone booths into solar-powered charging stations, other forms of transfor-
mation can be found in and outside the UK. For example, there is medical equipment or mini libraries
adapted from phone booths, while in America, thousands of phone booths have been transformed to
Wi-Fi hot spots.

Check your understanding
1. What does the underlined word “kryptonite” in Paragraph 2 probably mean?

A. Lack. B. Strength.
C. Weakness. D. Feature.
2. What's the fundamental factor that makes Solarbox launch the project?
A. The new function. B. Advertising profit.
C. People’s affection. D. Companies’ support.
3. What does the author think of the transformed phone boxes?
A. Conventional. B. Consistent.
C. Costly. D. Convenient.
4. What's the text mainly about?
A. The future of the public phone. B. The revival of the phone boxes.
C. The rise and fall of the red boxes. D. The ups and downs of the pay phone.
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EETIENT) Understand globally
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SELCIROIET] Build your vocabulary

1. REXEART, AEALENGERIBHE, BXRRXZHER, FREERE,

1) However, public phones had their day despite their lovely housings.
2) A project then promoted to recycle and reuse them.
3) In this way, they making an unusual comeback.
4) Most people stay inside the boxes while they charge.
BINR ERaF, FRIL:
5) Bz {EER Ha—kiEr, XEAERYFH , EBRARAEH
3] G o

2. BE2ETN, RIE Sue MIEIHIER), BEUSEANSER, FREERE,

Are you leaving? A KYes, I'm leaving. , @
1) No, | don't like it. X
Sue
2) No, | won't do it again.
3) Yes, | think the film is interesting.
4) No, | think the exam is easy.
5) No, | haven't been there.
2N
BEMR EAEGF, FEIL.
6) Bhamak el FF i e+,
Enhance your grammar competence
1. URTEMNDFHIEEIE,
* Most people would stay inside the boxes.
@® @ ®
e Other forms of transformation can be found in and outside the UK.
@® @ @
BEMRE EAGT, FEIL.
AN FHIREAOREDFH DT , INERQMIE D FEEH T FHY :
TNEAQHIE D FREHTFHY o XN FHIDFLERITN o

2. BRFER, RIECBEEERBENASHETITF,
50 : A change begins at the end of your comfort zone.

@ @ ®

1) More charging stations are coming

2) Senior students studied hard for

3) Doctors and nurses worked
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