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Festivals Around the World

When talking about celebration, festivals have much to offer. Here are some festivals that are worth
experiencing during your lifetime.

Dia de los Muertos (Mexico)

Beginning at the midnight of October 31 and lasting through November 2, it is a festival when
families gather together to remember those loved ones who have died, aiming to help them on their
spiritual journey. To honor the deceased, Mexican families prepare private altars (%%1z) in their homes.
On top of them they'll put photos of the dead and their favorite food. They also visit the graves of their
beloved ones and place offerings there to pay their respects to the dead.

Holi (India)

Holi, popularly known as “the festival of colors”, is an ancient Hindu festival which signifies the end
of winter and the victory of good over evil. Celebrated mostly in India usually in March, the festival lasts
for a night and a day.

During the festival, people wet each other with water balloons and water guns, then they throw
colored powder on one another. The celebration is also filled with marching bands, dancing, food and
drink, and much laughter. A great number of people are infected by its playful and childlike atmosphere.

La Tomatina (Spain)
As a big food fight, it is possibly the most chaotic festival.

According to records, the festival dates back to a parade in which some naughty teenagers knocked
one performer off his stilts ((§5¢) and caused a fight of throwing vegetables accidentally. It was once
banned until 1957 when the locals held a protest with a mock funeral. They carried a coffin containing
a huge tomato as bands played a funeral march. Finally, in the following decades, La Tomatina has be-

come a popular event which attracts lots of tourists to have fun.

If you join the event, be aware that you squash the tomato before throwing it. Have a great time

but avoid causing any injury.

Check your understanding

1. Which festival in China is similar to Dia de los Muertos in purpose?

A. Lantern Festival. B. Mid-autumn Festival.
C. Dragon Boat Festival. D. Qingming Festival.
2. Which of the following best describes Holi and La Tomatina?
A. Enjoyable but risky. B. Messy but playful.
C. Religious and legendary. D. Worldwide and meaningful.
3. What do we know about La Tomatina?
A. It's a crazy tomato fight. B. It usually causes injury.
C. It originated from a funeral. D. It was canceled by locals in 1957.
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Around the

world

Dia de los
Muertos

10.

Time: It 1 at the midnight of October 31 and lasts through

November 2.

{Place: in Mexico

Aim:in 2 of friends and beloved ones family members

who've passed away

{Activities: Mexicans create private altars and visit the 3

{Comment: It's a festival to memorize the dead.

{Another name: the festival of 4

{ 5 :usually in March

{Place: mainly in India

{Aim: in 6 of the end of winter and the victory of good over evil

7 _: People splash water, throw colored powder, enjoy march-
ing bands, dancing and eating, and laugh a lot.

{Comment: It's a playful and childlike festival.

{Origin: According to records, it took place in a parade by 8 .

{Downfall: ltwasonce 9 before 1957.

Turning point: The locals protested with a mock funeral to call for

{Popularity: Now it appeals to many tourists.

{Tips: Squash the tomato before throwing it and avoid getting 11 .

{Comment: It's a festival full of chaos and 12
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SELCIROIET] Build your vocabulary

1. NETEMDF, FKISHNEEDFHARDNEDEEARDNE, F2EENE.
* Itis a festival when families gather together to remember those loved ones who have died.
* According to records, the festival dates back to a parade.
® They carried a coffin containing a huge tomato as bands played a funeral march .
BIINR LiraF, FRI:
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BXT, BLmEiia LERYENE, XJLMEARRYDEE, 0 Ea4hy o
QEL FFENE S, TUEREREENHTA . R EEEERENDD
7 , FEEEE, HFZIR 17 &, MRENEREIE .
2. FIETEAEX, EESGMENESTHENERFN, LENTERESANE,

Held annually in mid-April, Thai New Year, or Songkran festival, is 1) (root)

the distant past. Traditionally the holiday 2) (focus) renewal. It begins by cleaning

out houses, shops and schools to get rid of bad luck over the past year. Water is usually thought to
3) (contribute) the feeling of purification and freshness, so splashing water on

each other is a light-hearted custom of the celebration. Kids 4) (fire) super-powered

water guns; a young man 5) (pour) fragrant water on his grandparents to bless them. It's

a time to cleanup and 6) (relax) in some of the world’s wildest water fights.

Enhance your grammar competence
1. YETENGDF, DHOFEENERD, FSEEMER.

* Mexican families prepare private altars in their homes.

@ @ @ @
* They place offerings to pay their respects to the dead.
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BUYZE FAGF, HRIN.
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2. BREARR, REERPIEENRERE—WNGSE, RUERLAIEAFNGFEE.
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What was he doing?
What might happen to him?

How would he feel?
What was the possible result?
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