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Professor Lynda Taylor is Visiting Professor in Language Assessment at the Centre for
Research in English Language Learning and Assessment (CRELLA), University of Bedfordshire,
UK, as well as a Consultant to Cambridge Assessment English. Her academic research interests
include: issues in speaking assessment; qualitative research methods in language testing
research; and ethical issues, including the development of assessment literacy and the provision

of testing accommodations.

D 6

Promoting and supporting assessment literacy
development among language teachers: Insights from
research and practice

Since the 1990s, there has been considerable interest in the washback and impact of
English language testing and assessment on learners, teachers and other stakeholder groups
(such as teacher educators, curriculum designers, university admissions officers and educational
policy-makers). This has led in turn to an interest in the concept of “language assessment
literacy” (LAL), defined broadly as the knowledge, skills and abilities that different stakeholders
involved in education and wider society need to carry out their assessment-related activities
(Taylor, 2009). Interest in LAL has exploded in recent years, with a proliferation of research
studies, conference presentations and journal articles on the topic, mostly in the context of

English language teaching, learning and assessment, but also for some other languages.
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Much of this work has focused on categorising the knowledge and skills needed and on
conceptualising how these might be acquired by specific groups or constituencies who use
tests or test scores in their local contexts of work/study. Attention has focused in particular on
the sort of competence language teachers might require for assessing their students and this is
reflected in a number of empirical studies investigating “teacher assessment literacy” in differing

contexts around the world.

My plenary talk will begin by tracing the background to the current burgeoning interest
in language assessment literacy and consider the importance of learning about language
assessment for those working in an educational context, i.e. as language teachers and teacher

educators.

We shall go on to explore how knowledge and skills development in this area has been
conceptualised and operationalised in both theory and practice, and we shall consider what
recent research studies reveal about assessment literacy competence in a variety of language
teaching and learning contexts around the world. We will also explore the importance of
acknowledging and understanding the diverse contextual factors (both micro- and macro-level)
which shape assessment policy and practice, and which therefore frame teachers’ assessment

literacy and impact its development over time.

Finally, we shall consider how the field is steadily evolving to embrace fresh perspectives
and improved understanding of the nature of teachers’ competence in language assessment,

and how its development among language teachers can be better supported in the future.
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S

Assessing strategic language learning: What, why, and how?

This presentation focuses on the assessment of strategic language learning. It is targeted
at researchers interested in self-regulated learning and language learning strategies,
although teachers aiming to improve their students’ autonomous language learning will
find it useful as well. | begin by outlining the nature of strategic learning and then argue for
the importance and necessity for a more precise assessment of strategic learning for specific
purposes. | will next briefly review ways in which language learning strategies, self-requlated
learning, metacognition, and traces of learning behaviours have been assessed, and call
for diversified efforts in the measurement and assessment of strategic learning. | conclude
that both theory-driven and data-driven approaches are needed, and that in addition to the
assessment of strategic learning, more attention should be directed to the assessment for

strategic learning for transformative purposes.
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Does learning-oriented feedback work? An investigation
into its effectiveness on source use of integrated writing
tasks among secondary school EFL writers

The term learner-oriented assessment (LOA) is used to indicate the assessment processes in which
learning carries more value than measurement. One of the essential components for an assessment
task to be learner-oriented is feedback as feed-forward, which promotes and guides future learning.
This research investigated the effectiveness of feedback as feed-forward by examining how secondary
level EFLs perceived its effectiveness on source use of integrated writing tasks in a writing workshop.

Ten beginning to high intermediate level EFL writers attended a brief introductory meeting
at which | reviewed integrated writing tasks and source use, as well as provided an assessment
training. Then, the participants finished three integrated writing tasks followed by self-assessment
for each essay, received my assessment and feedback, and submitted a revision for each task. A
post-task interview was conducted at the end of the study. Data was analyzed qualitatively.

Findings showed that most participants were able to incorporate feedback in revisions
and subsequent writing. The effectiveness of LOA is largely affected by learners’ ability to
uptake feedback and apply the concepts in a subsequent writing activity. More detailed
findings and implications will be covered during the presentation.
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Jiayi Li is a PhD candidate at the School of Linguistics and Applied
Language Studies, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. Her
research interests include language testing and assessment, language

teaching methodology, and teacher development.

Continuing Professional Development of Classroom
Assessment Literacy: Practices and Implications

0N X

Over the last two decades since the publication of Black and Wiliam'’s (1998) highly influential
review article, formative assessment has become a popular topic in educational reform. In China,
formative assessment has been promoted by the Ministry of Education in its policy documents for
over two decades. Most of these documents, especially the curriculum standards, explicitly require the
implementation of formative assessment in classrooms. A lack of implementation in classrooms has

often been attributed to the lack of assessment literacy among classroom teachers.

A number of researchers have attempted to help teachers develop their assessment literacy
(Andersson & Palm; 2017; Black et al., 2003; Torrance & Pryor, 1998). Research for the enhancement of
classroom assessment literacy for formative purposes among teachers of English as a foreign language
is still hard to find, although a large number of exploratory studies about assessment practices is

beginning to emerge (e.g., Gu, 2014; Hill & McNamara, 2012).

This presentation reports on the initial findings of a 12-week professional development program
for a group of five secondary school English language teachers in China. Baseline data were collected

at the beginning of the program. The program took the form of collaborative action research in
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which a researcher joined the teachers to form a commmunity of practice for continuous professional
development. Readings were shared and discussed during planning and reflection sessions. The
implementation sessions in real classrooms were video recorded. The participating teachers were also
interviewed before and after the program. The interviews and the video recordings were transcribed
and coded using NVivo 12. Patterns of development over the 12 weeks about the teachers’

knowledge, beliefs and classroom assessment practices were analysed.

Preliminary findings suggest that the teachers’ continuing professional development program
has had a significant impact on the growth of assessment literacy among the participating teachers.
All participants improved on their knowledge and beliefs about formative assessment. However,

improvement patterns in formative assessment practices were complex.

We believe that the present study can contribute significantly to the understanding of classroom
assessment literacy and its growth in Chinese secondary schools. The presentation will also highlight a

few implications in the development of classroom assessment literacy in the Chinese EFL context.
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Kailan Yin is a Master student at Chongqging University, China.
Her major research interests are language assessment and language
teaching. She was a part-time teacher of Chongging College of

Electronic Engineering and she is now working for British Council.

She once participated in a major project of National Social Science
Foundation — An Evidence-Based Comparative Validation Study of CET-
6, ILETS and TOEFL iBT (14AYY010). She also delivered her research

lectures on several academic meetings such as TESOL China.

Text complexity of reading comprehension
passages in National Matriculation English Test:
A multi-dimensional paradigm

a A= =Z=@EK

This study investigated the text complexity of reading comprehension passages in
National Matriculation English Test (NMET) of year 2020 and 2021, for the purpose of providing
validation evidence for new NMET reform. The text complexity of 76 reading passages has
been measured and compared on the three levels — lexical level, syntactic level, and discourse

level.

The results suggested that significant elevation occurred in lexical diversity of the NMET
reading passages, in which the MTLD and VOCD of 2021 NMET reading passages increased

moderately compared with that of year 2020. In contrast, the noun phrases density of
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syntactic level text complexity abated in 2021 compared to that of 2020. Of the discourse level
text complexity, the decrease of average hypernym for verbs gave evidence of the growing text
abstractness of NMET reading passages in 2021. Combined, the results might indicate that text
complexity of the reading passages in the NMET from 2020 to 2021 has been steadily increasing
by including low-frequency and academic vocabulary, and complex sentences in the passages.
Of thematic context and genre, both years employed unproportioned use of human and society
and exposition. Suggestions for NMET designers and pedagogical practices were provided
accordingly.
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