‘\#ﬁ Pride and Prejudice

1
The Bennets’ new neighbour

I t is a truth well known to all the world that an unmar-

ried man in possession of a large fortune must be in
need of a wife. And when such a man moves into a neigh-
bourhood,even if nothing is known about his feelings or o-
pinions, this truth is so clear to the surrounding families,
that they think of him immediately as the future husband of
one or other of their daughters.

‘My dear Mr Bennet,’ said Mrs Bennet to her husband
one day, ‘have you heard that someone is going to rent
Netherfield Park at last?’

‘No,Mrs Bennet,I haven’t,” said her husband.

‘Don’t you want to know who is renting it?” cried Mrs
Bennet impatiently.

‘You want to tell me,and I don’t mind listening. ’

Mrs Bennet needed no further encouragement. ‘ Well, my
dear,I hear that he’s a very rich young man from the north
of England. It seems he came to see Netherfield on Monday
and was so delighted with it that he arranged to rent it at
once. Of course, it is the finest house in the area, with the
largest gardens. His servants will be here by the end of the
week,and he will be arriving soon afterwards!’

‘What is his name?’ asked Mr Bennet.

‘Bingley. ’
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neighbour n. 4 &, pos-
session n. ownership. FiH
. fortune n. prosperi-

ty; great sum of money.

E 7. encouragement n.
encouraging. HiJil.
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‘Is he married or single?’

‘Oh, single, my dear, of course! A single man of large
fortune—he has an income of four or five thousand pounds
a year. How wonderful for our girls! ’

‘Why? How can it affect them?” Mr Bennet asked.

‘My dear Mr Bennet,” she replied, ‘how can you be so
annoying! You must realize I'm thinking of his marrying
one of our daughters. ’

‘Is that his purpose in coming to the area?’

‘His purpose? No,of course not. But it’s very likely that he’ll
fall in love with one of them. And I want him to see the girls as
soon as possible, before our other neighbours introduce them-
selves. So you must visit him as soon as he arrives. ’

‘I really don’t see why I should,” said Mr Bennet. ¢ You and
the girls can visit him, or perhaps you should send them by
themselves. Yes, that might be better,as you're as attractive as
any of them,and Mr Bingley might like you best. ’

’ replied his wife, ‘I certainly

‘My dear, you flatter me,
have been called beautiful in the past, but I think a woman
with five adult daughters should stop thinking of her own
beauty. Mr Bennet, I beg you to visit him. You know it’s
correct for the gentleman of the family to visit new neigh-
bours first. I simply cannot take the girls to see him unless
you have already met him. ’

‘Surely you worry too much about the rules of polite so-

ciety. I'm sure Mr Bingley will be delighted to see you all.
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single adj. not married.
B /), wonderful adj.
causing wonder. % N i
4 M), annoying adj.
make rather angry. 1K,
attractive adj. pleasing.
AW 5l J1 /. flatter o
praise too much. Z#iK.,
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Exercises
A Checking your understanding

Chapters 1—4 Who was speaking to whom ,and about what 9

1 ‘So you must visit him as soon as he arrives. ’

2 ‘If your daughter should become seriously ill and die, it
would be a comfort to know that she died in a good

cause,and in obedience to your orders. ’

3 “Not at all. They were brightened by the exercise. ’

4 ¢... T have come prepared to admire the young ladies.
And perhaps when we know each other better—’

5 ‘I've spent four days in the same house as him,and I con-
sider him very disagreeable. ’

6 ‘He has been unlucky enough to lose your friendship,and

in a way which will cause him hardship all his life. ’

Chapters 5—8 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?

1 When Elizabeth rejected him, Mr Collins was sure she
would accept him the next time he proposed.

2 Mr and Mrs Bennet agreed in their opinion of Mr Collins.

3 Caroline Bingley hoped that her brother would marry Jane
Bennet.

4 Mrs Gardiner gave Lizzy some sensible advice about
Wickham.

5 When Elizabeth visited the Collinses, Charlotte’s marriage
to Mr Collins appeared less successful than Elizabeth had

expected.
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6 Mr Darcy’s proposal to Elizabeth came as a complete sur-
prise to her.

7 After reading Darcy’s letter, Elizabeth realized she had
misjudged him.

Chapters 9—12 Find answers to these questions in the text.

1 Why did Colonel Forster's wife invite Lydia to Brighton?

2 How did Elizabeth feel when she was being shown round
Pemberley?

3 What was the Bennet family’s worst fear, when they dis-
covered that Lydia had eloped with Wickham?

4 Why did Mr Darcy attend Lydia’s wedding?

5 Why was Lady Catherine de Bourgh so angry at the
thought of Elizabeth marrying Darcy?

B Working with language

1 Choose the best linking word and complete these sentences
with information from Chapter 11.

1 Mrs Gardiner was astonished at Elizabeth's request for in-
formation as/although. ..

2 Darcy had agreed to pay Wickham several thousand
pounds even though/provided that . ..

3 Elizabeth was disappointed by Darcys visit although/be-
cause ...

4 Mrs Bennet was hoping to encourage Bingley to propose
to Jane so/in case ...

5 Bingley asked Mr Bennet's permission to marry Jane before/
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